
 

  
 
 
 

 
NEWS RELEASE    Contact: Robert W. Lohr, Jr., Town Manager 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   rlohr@purcellvilleva.gov; (540) 338-7421 
 

IMPORTANT DRINKING WATER NOTICE -  
 HIRST FARM WELL PLACED OUT OF SERVICE  

DUE TO CONTAMINATION  

 
PURCELLVILLE, Va. Friday, July 10, 2015 — The Town of Purcellville’s Hirst well tested 
positive for E.coli contamination on the untreated (raw) source water.  The sample from this 
location was taken prior to any treatment in our facility.  For clarification, this only occurred in one 
of the seven well raw water sources where sampling was conducted.  As customers, you have a right 
to know what happened and what we are doing to correct this situation.  On Thursday, July 9, we 
learned that one of our routine samples collected this week at Emerick Elementary School was total 
coliform positive.  Since this sample was taken from an outside hose bib and after an emergency 
water line repair project undertaken by Loudoun County Public Schools, the Town did not suspect 
any other problems.  A follow-up test of 10 samples in this immediate area was conducted and no 
other positive bacteria test was present.  As required by EPA’s ground water rule, one of the follow-
up steps based on this positive routine sample test involved collecting raw water samples from all of 
our wells.  It is important to note that this test only looks at the untreated water prior to the 
disinfection process that we have in place to address any potential type of issue related to bacteria.  
A sample from the Hirst well untreated water collected late yesterday tested positive for a fecal 
indicator (E.coli).   As a result, we have taken additional untreated water samples and finished 
treated water samples at this well and have taken the well off-line so that it is no longer in 
service.  All of the other wells did not indicate any potential problem on either the untreated water 
or finished treated water side.  At this point with the well being off-line, there is no additional risk 
for any type of contamination from this source and we will be conducting a thorough investigation 
to determine the source of the potential contamination.   
 
Inadequately treated or inadequately protected water may contain disease-causing organisms.  Fecal 
indicators are microbes whose presence indicates that the water may be contaminated with human 
or animal wastes. Microbes in these wastes can cause short-term health effects, such as diarrhea, 
cramps, nausea, headaches, or other symptoms. They may pose a special health risk for infants, 
young children, some of the elderly, and people with severely compromised immune systems.  If you 
experience any of these symptoms and they persist, you may want to seek medical advice. 
 
Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who 
may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, 
schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing 
copies by hand or mail. 
 
Questions related to this issue can be directed to our Water Plant where staff will be available to 
address any items.  The phone number is (540) 338-2513 or cell (540) 454-1735.  
 



 
The Town of Purcellville, Virginia 
Purcellville is an award-winning town of nearly 8,300 residents located in Loudoun County, approximately 40 miles 
west of Washington, DC. It has been honored for its green initiatives, most recently with the prestigious Siemens 
Sustainability Award for Small Communities. The Town has an elected Mayor and six Town Council members. 
Once a stop along the W&OD rail line, Purcellville has maintained its historic old-town feel through the restoration 
and maintenance of its many downtown structures, reflecting the Victorian architecture popular during the early 
1900s. Today, Purcellville is the economic hub of western Loudoun County and a popular weekend destination for 
antiquing, entertainment, farmer’s markets, wineries, breweries, distilleries and restaurants. More info at 
www.purcellvilleva.gov. 
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